PHARMACY VOICE: NEWS RELEASE

For immediate release
PHARMACY VOICE LAUNCHES PODCAST FOR LOCAL GOVERNMENT

The presentation, Making every contact count: An introduction to community pharmacy,
which outlines how community pharmacists and their teams can help people working in
local government to achieve their public health goals, has been turned into an online
podcast.

The podcast was created by Pharmacy Voice, in association with Hampshire & Isle of
Wight Local Pharmaceutical Committee, by adding a voiceover to the presentation,
which was made to illustrate an online discussion about community pharmacy held on
the 25th July at the Local Government Association’s ‘knowledge hub’. The event,
organised by a number of LPC leaders with the support of Pharmacy Voice, was used as
a way of getting LPCs and councillors talking together about what community pharmacy
is, does and can do.

The podcast can be used to raise awareness of the excellent results that pharmacists
can achieve when they are commissioned to deliver public health services, and provides
examples of the range of high quality services that are already delivered across the
country, including smoking cessation, raising alcohol awareness and services for drug
users.
Rob Darracott, chief executive, Pharmacy Voice said: “This podcast is a great means for
us to make local authorities aware of the great work that community pharmacies do in
their local areas. Every day, community pharmacists across England see on average
1.6million people, which provides them with enormous potential to improve the public’s
health, and it’s essential that local government recognises this and takes advantage of
the fantastic results that can be achieved through the use of their services.”
Sarah Billington, chief officer, Hampshire & Isle of Wight LPC said: “It’s important we
highlight the great contribution community pharmacy makes, and the benefits it brings to
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individuals and communities. We are community health and advice points, available to
all and accessible seven days a week. We know that community pharmacies across the
country are delivering exceptional services in their local areas and it’s vital that this is
shared with others to ensure that everyone can benefit from their work.”
Notes to editors
Pharmacy Voice was formed by the three largest community pharmacy owner
associations to create a stronger, unified voice for their independent and multiple
members. The founding members of Pharmacy Voice are the Association of
Independent Multiple Pharmacies (AIMp), the Company Chemists’ Association
(CCA) and the National Pharmacy Association (NPA).
The Hampshire & Isle of Wight Local Pharmaceutical Committee (LPC) is the local
representative committee for community pharmacies across Hampshire and the
Isle of Wight. Please visit the website at www.hampshirelpc.org.uk for more
information on the committee and its work.
Local Pharmaceutical Committees (LPCs) represent all NHS pharmacy contractors
in a defined locality. LPCs are recognised by local NHS primary care organisations
and are consulted on local matters affecting pharmacy contractors.
The podcast can be accessed here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6MvLdaSFtE
For further information please contact Rebecca Riffel,
rebecca.riffel@salixconsulting.com / 07725 555030
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